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Welcome!
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Inclusion = Everybody Benefits
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children

• Research indicates that meaningful inclusion 
is beneficial to children with and without 
disabilities  

• Meaningful inclusion in high-quality early 
childhood programs can support children with 
disabilities in reaching their full potential 
resulting in broad societal benefits 

• Inclusion in early childhood programs can set 
a trajectory for inclusion across the course of 
an individual's life

Why Focus on Inclusion

- Christy Kavulic, Associate Division Director for Early Childhood in the 
Research to Practice Division at the Office of Special Education Programs 
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children

• Children with disabilities continue to face 
significant barriers to accessing inclusive 
early childhood programs

• Too many preschool children with disabilities 
receive special education services in settings 
separate from their peers without disabilities 

• While States have expanded access to high-
quality early learning, no proportionate 
expansion of inclusive opportunities for 
young children with disabilities happened

Why Focus on Inclusion

- Christy Kavulic, Associate Division Director for Early Childhood in the 
Research to Practice Division at the Office of Special Education Programs 
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Attitudes/beliefs are common barriers
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Federal and State Requirements

IDEA Part C
IDEA Part B
Head Start Act
Head Start Performance Standards
Community Childcare 
Development Block Grant
Pre-K Counts
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Where is Early Intervention Provided?

‘Natural Environment’    
(Infants and Toddlers) 
As part of family routines and 
daily activities based on each 
families individual needs, 
preferences and strengths; can 
be at home or in the community

In a location where the child 
would be if he or she did not 
have a delay or disability 
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Where is Early Intervention Provided?

‘Least Restrictive Environment’ 
(Preschoolers)

In a location where the child 
would be if he or she did not 
have a delay or disability 

“To the maximum extent appropriate, children with 
disabilities, including children in public or private institutions 
or other care facilities, are educated with children who are 
not disabled, and special classes, separate schooling, or 
other removal of children with disabilities from the regular 
educational environment occurs only when the nature or 
severity of the disability of a child is such that education in 
regular classes with the use of supplementary aids and 
services cannot be achieved satisfactorily.”  
IDEA , Sec. 300.118



DEC/NAEYC 
Joint Position 
Statement



U.S. Department of 
HHS/DOE

Policy 
Statement 
On Inclusion



Pennsylvania
Announcement 
on Inclusion
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Definition of Early Childhood Inclusion
Inclusion in early childhood programs refers to including 
children with disabilities in early childhood programs, 
together with their peers without disabilities; holding high 
expectations and intentionally promoting participation in 
all learning and social activities, facilitated by 
individualized accommodations; and using evidence-
based services and supports to foster their development 
(cognitive, language, communication, physical, behavioral, 
and social-emotional), friendships with peers, and sense of 
belonging. This applies to all young children with 
disabilities, from those with the mildest disabilities, to 
those with the most significant disabilities. 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION POLICY STATEMENT 
ON INCLUSION OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES IN EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS 
September 14, 2015
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Definition of Early Childhood Inclusion
Early childhood inclusion embodies the values, policies, and 
practices that support the right of every infant and young 
child and his or her family, regardless of ability, to participate 
in a broad range of activities and contexts as full members of 
families, communities, and society. The desired results of 
inclusive experiences for children with and without disabilities 
and their families include a sense of belonging and 
membership, positive social relationships and friendships, and 
development and learning to reach their full potential. 
The defining features of inclusion that can be used to identify 
high quality early childhood programs and services are access, 
participation, and supports.

DEC/NAEYC. (2009). Early childhood inclusion: A summary. Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina, 
FPG Child Development Institute.



>

High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Keystone Stars Core Principles

Keystone STARS is a responsive system to improve, support, 
and recognize the continuous quality improvement efforts of 
early learning programs in Pennsylvania. Our system is guided 
by three core principles:

• A whole child approach to education is essential to meeting 
the holistic and individual needs of each and every child and 
family.

• Knowledgeable and responsive early care and education 
professionals are essential to the development of children and 
the support of families.

• Building and sustaining ongoing positive relationships among 
children, families, early care and education professionals, and 
community stakeholders is essential for the growth and 
development of every child.

We believe inclusion, diversity, equity, and respect are 
foundational values embedded in these principles.
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Common features

Sense of belonging

Including ALL children

Access Participation Supports
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Access

Providing a wide range 
of activities and 
environments for every 
child by removing 
physical barriers and 
offering multiple ways 
to promote learning and 
development.
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Participation

Using a range of 
instructional approaches 
to promote engagement 
in play and learning 
activities, and a sense of 
belonging for every child
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Supports

Refers to broader aspects of 
the system such as 
professional development, 
incentives for inclusion and 
opportunities for 
communication and 
collaboration among families 
and professionals to assure 
high quality inclusion.
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
It all begins with a vision

Having a vision sets the dream, the 
positive expectation for the future.

Without a vision, there is no 
expectation of what the future 
might look like.

And if we don’t have a vision of 
our own, someone else may 
determine it – and we might not 
really like what they choose!
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Research shows…

“The most powerful force in changing 
transition outcomes for young people with 
significant disabilities is not ultimately found in 
the transition plans we craft, the educational 
services we offer, the instruction we provide, 
or the systems we build, but rather in the 
expectations and aspirations individual 
parents hold for their sons and daughters.”

- Erik Carter
“What Matters Most: Research on Elevating Parent Expectations” 
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Services and supports are evolving!

Integrated Services and 
Supports within context 

of person, family and 
community 

Everyone exists 
within the context 

of family and 
community

Traditional model 
of disability 

services
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www.lifecoursetools.com

Using LifeCourse tools to support inclusion
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Portfolio Part 1: One Page Profile
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Portfolio Part 2: Trajectory
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Portfolio Part 3: Integrated Supports
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Putting the Framework Together!
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Parent Story
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Collaborative teaming…
• Increases engagement, development, and 

learning of children
• Critical component of quality inclusive early 

childhood education
• Unifies and integrates educational, 

communication, and social supports
• Share a vision of full social and educational 

participation of your child
• Regularly scheduled opportunities for members 

of the educational team, including family, to 
share expertise, identify common goals, build 
plans of support, and determine responsibilities

Hunt, P. (2004): Collaborative Teaming to Support Preschoolers with Severe Disabilities Who Are Placed in General Education Early Childhood Programs
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Parents are Important Team Member
• Informed Decision Maker:

– Learn what is or could happen throughout the day
– Ask to observe
– Request information to answer your questions

• Work effectively with the team and share your 
perspective on:
– Your child’s strengths and interests 
– Strategies and supports that have worked in the past
– Approaches that have not been effective 
– Concerns about possible barriers to participation and 

learning
(Kasa, Christi & Julie Causton-Theorharis: “Achieving Inclusion: What Every Parent Should Know When Advocating for 
Their Child” produced by The PEAL Center) 
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Communication

Establish a method for 
communicating

–Face to face
–Notebook
–Phone
–Technology
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Strategies for Planning an Inclusive IEP

• Share and gather resources
• Stay focused on your vision
• Help write goals that promote 

inclusion, are meaningful, and occur 
throughout the day

• Celebrate successes!

(Kasa, Christi & Julie Causton-Theorharis: “Achieving Inclusion: What Every Parent 
Should Know When Advocating for Their Child” produced by The PEAL Center)
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Adaptation Continuum

The Goal: Use the 
least intrusive 
adaptation. If an 
adaptation is not 
having the result 
you want, try the 
next least intrusive 
adaptation. 
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
What is Assistive Technology (AT)?

Assistive technology = devices and services
Device: “Any item, piece of equipment, or 
product system, whether acquired commercially 
off the shelf, modified, or customized, that is 
used to increase, maintain, or improve the 
functional capabilities of individuals with 
disabilities.”  
Services: “Any service that directly assists a 
child with the disability in the selection, 
acquisition or use of an assistive technology 
device.” 
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children

AT and learning opportunities are embedded 
within a child’s everyday routines and 
activities to support:

– Behavior and Socialization
– Communication
– Early learning
– Mobility
– Play
– Positioning
– Self-care

Assistive Technology
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Examples of Assistive Technology

• Switches, chairs, pictures, communication 
devices, software programs

• Adapted toys
• Items found within your home and/or 

educational setting used with a specific 
purpose and function 

• Training for child care staff and parents 
• Assistance from a early intervention or school 

staff so that the family may locate potential 
funding sources
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When do you consider AT for a child?

It is never too early 
and it is never too late!
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AT supports socialization

•Interact independently
•Build friendships
•Explore environment
•Reduce frustration
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Low Tech Assistive Technology
• Visual Supports (i.e. visual schedule, choice 

charts, first/then boards, routine activity 
sequences, cue cards, stop signs, timers, 
social stories)

• Communication Supports (i.e. Low tech-
pictures, Switches, buttons, Tablets/devices, 
apps)

• Sensory Supports (i.e. Bumpy seats, 
Rocking chairs and ball chairs. Weighted 
blankets and weighted lap buddies, Quiet 
space, Headphones and ear plugs)



>

High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Why Visual Supports

• Support 
communication

• Prevent challenging 
behaviors

• Enhance memory
• Remain static
• Assist in knowing 

expectations
• Assist in self-monitor
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High Quality Early Learning Services for ALL Children
Social Stories
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Communication Supports

• Low tech- pictures
• Switches, buttons
• Tablets/devices, apps
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Sensory Integration Supports

• Bumpy seats
• Rocking chairs and ball chairs
• Weighted blankets and weighted lap 

buddies
• Quiet space
• Headphones and ear plugs
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Lending Libraries and Short Term Loans

1. PaTTAN’s AT Short Term Loan Program
2. Pennsylvania’s Assistive Technology Lending 

Library (ATLL); contact Pennsylvania’s 
Initiative on Assistive Technology, Institute on 
Disabilities at Temple University

3. PA Assistive Technology Foundation
a) Low Interest Loan Program
b) Mini-loan Program
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Other Resources

www.eita-pa.org

http://www.eita-pa.org/
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Other Resources

www.paedforall.org
Service and Resources 

pealcenter.org/services-advising.php

http://www.paedforall.org/
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Other Resources

http://thearcpa.org/

http://includemepa.org/
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Other Resources

www.earlylearninggps.com/
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So Many Ways to Learn
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Mary Mikus

C2P2/EI

mmikus@pattan.net



Kim Herb
Infant/Toddler 
Service 
Coordinator, 
then Supervisor

EITA Consultant

kherb@pattan.net



Lisa Gragg
School 
Psychologist

lgragg@pattan.net

EITA 
Consultant



Chou Gabikiny
Mechanicsburg, PA  - Cumberland County

chou.gabikiny@gmail.com

Parent as Partners in 
Professional Development (P3D)

Competence and Confidence
Partners in Policy-making for 
Families of Children in Early 
Intervention (C2P2 EI)

PA Family Network Advisor



Naomi Galman
Beaver, PA - Beaver County
naomi.galman@gmail.com

Mom of 3 girls 
Michaela, 7; Abby, 5; Charley, 3
Former social services 
coordinator/director
Beaver County LICC Co-chair (IU 27)
Beaver County's EI Family 
Engagement Committee Member & 
Parent Contact
P3D participant; C2P2  graduate
Governors Institute participant
Be Strong Parent Cafe facilitator



Sonja Skrovanek
sonja.skrovanek@gmail.com
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http://bit.ly/2sYC7g9

Go to link to complete 
a brief survey.
Thank you!

Your Feedback Matters!

http://bit.ly/2sYC7g9
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