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Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network

PaTTAN'’s Mission

The mission of the Pennsylvania
Training and Technical Assistance
Network (PaTTAN) is to support the
efforts and initiatives of the Bureau of
Special Education, and to build the
capacity of local educational agencies
to serve students who receive special
education services.
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PDE’s Commitment to Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)

Our goal for each child is to ensure
Individualized Education Program (IEP)
teams begin with the general
education setting with the use of
Supplementary Aids and Services
before considering a
more restrictive environment.

Today’s Focus:
|
* Parent & Family Involvement

* Parent & Family Collaboration

Parent & Family Training

National Standards

PaTTAN Autism Initiative Site Review
Before the School Year Starts

IEP Meetings

* Communication Beyond the Classroom
Teacher
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* “Here is my heart. Please, take care of it. It’s
so precious, so special to me. | don’t know
what I'd do without it. Please don’t let it get
hurt.”

* “What can we do to make sure every school,
every classroom, every student, every child,
will thrive?”

* Parents & families are the best advocates for
their children!

What is Parent & Family Involvement!?

* “Parent Involvement generally refers to the
participation of significant caregivers (including
parents, grandparents, stepparents, foster
parents, etc.) in the educational process of
their children in order to promote their
academic and social well-being.” (Wolfendale,
1983)
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Always Evolving

|

* The true definition of parent & family
involvement is constantly evolving.

* Research is quite extensive in the area of the
importance of the role of parents/families in
children’s academic achievement, yet still has
limits and areas for advancement.

* The actual effect of the relationships between
families/teachers/schools on children’s actual
outcomes is still developing as an area of
study.

What is Parent & Family Collaboration?

* “Home-school collaboration refers to the
relationship between families and schools
where parents and educators work together
to promote the academic and social
development of children.” (Christensen,
Rounds, & Franklin, 1992).

 Shepard and Carlson (2003) acknowledged
the positive impact of improved
communication between home and school




Parent & Family Collaboration
|

* One Way
— Teacher =—=) Parent
— Parent ) Teacher
* Two Way
— Teacher <{=—==) Parent
— Parent (&) Teacher

Parent & Family Collaboration- Additional
i3, 10 Consider

 Families may find it difficult to be involved in
activities that require participation at the
school

* Barriers to family engagement
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What is Parent & Family Communication?

* May involve impressions created or words
expressed

* Loosely put, families and teachers (including
other school personnel), collaborating to
address academic, social, and behavioral needs
of a child.

* Within school psychology, parent
communication is sometimes referred to as
“parent consultation”

* Aim for the interactive dialogue
between teachers and families!

Expressed Parent & Family Communication
|

* One Way
— Teacher =—=) Parent
— Parent ) Teacher
* Two Way
— Teacher <{==—==) Parent
— Parent (&) Teacher
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What is Parent & Family Training?

* Working with parents & families to increase a
desired behavior in their child

* Improving parent-child interactions

* Educating parents & families

Parent & Family Training

* Parents and families must have opportunities
to support the educational process at school
and in the home in ways that work (Eccles
& Harold, 1993).

* Explicit parent and family training yields more
success for students!
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Parent & Family Involvement
|
* Meaningful family engagement is associated

with:

— Better school attendance

— Higher test scores

— Higher grades

— Better social skills

— Better adaptation to school

— Post secondary education more likely

(Top Five Reasons Schools Need to Engage Parents,
PaTTAN publication & Henderson & Berla, 1994)

Parent & Family Involvement

|

* “Evidence suggests that active parental
involvement in the schools is a critical factor

in a child’s educational success at all grade
levels.” (Eccles & Harold, 1993)

* Schools that have parental involvement benefit
from:
— Improved teacher morale
— Increased support from families; and

— Improved collaboration across the schools’
communities
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And Most Importantly...

|

* Parental & family involvement leads to
positive student outcomes.

* “When we know that meaningful family
engagement has a direct positive impact on
student achievement, it leaves us with the
responsibility to make engagement
meaningful.”

Parent & Family Involvement

|

* Parent & family goals, perspectives, and
concerns should be considered in educational
planning

* Parent & family training and communication
will assist parents in becoming an active
participant in their child’s education

e Should be consistent with evidence-base &
what is best for student




Important to Note:
|

* It’s not always easy!
* Establish a partnership!

* Parent & family involvement makes a bigger
difference when it is collaborative and with
all those involved (school staff, community
members, etc.)

* You are working toward a common goal!

* More progress will be made and will be easier
to achieve when everyone is on the same page

Barriers to Engagement
|

* Some but not all barriers:
— Schools have been the target of negative reports
— Cultural differences
— Parents’ own negative school experiences
— Economic and time constraints
— Lack of technology
— Use of “jargon”
— Lack of knowledge/feelings of incompetence
— Failure to understand the role parents can play

— School and teacher practices/characteristics
themselves!

7/25/17
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It’s Essential!

|

 “Effective communication is essential to create
strong school-home partnerships to increase
parental involvement.” (Graham-Clay).

« Every positive interchange will help
increase trust and build stronger
relationships!

Questions for Parents & Families to Ask

* Encourage parents & families to ask these
questions (or address for them!)
— Quality- Is my child getting a great education?
— Ready for success- Will my child be prepared to
succeed in whatever comes next?

— Safe and healthy- Is my child safe and cared for at
school?

— Great teachers- Is my child engaged and learning
every day?

— Equity and fairness- Does my child have the
opportunity to succeed and be treated fairly?

11



Enhancing Parent & Family Engagement

* IDEA

e State Performance Plan — Indicator 8:

Using the NCSEAM Survey, the percent of parents
with a child receiving special education services who
report that schools facilitated parent involvement as a
means of improving services and results for children
with disabilities

Enhancing Parent & Family Engagement

* IDEA

* State Performance Plan — Indicator 8:
e How the data is collected:

* Each year, parents of school-aged students
with disabilities in approximately one-fifth of
the state's LEAs receive the NCSEAM survey
by mail and are asked to complete it.The
survey consists of 25 questions designed to
measure schools' efforts to partner with
parents.

7/25/17
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NCSEAM Survey

14 Parent Survey Speclal Educatlon

e that you feel does not apply t0 you or your ¢
raess'com over fr Bpemih virbin = Voshaes s b sl depools;

planning my child's program.
2. 1 was offered special assistance (such as child care) so that [ could participate
in the Individualized Educational Program (1E9) meeting SPeSoe:

3. At the 1EP moeting, we discussed how my child would participate In statewide . o o o

assessment
4. At the 1EP meeting, and my

chikd would need. SSSSe S
5. All of my concerns and recommendations were documented on the IEP, coococoo
6. Written justification was given for the extent that my child would ot receive o o o o o

services In the regular classroom.
7.1 was given information about organizations that offer support for parents of
students with disabifities. SSIeaR

8.1 s buen ek formy oplion shout how well pecel sucation el - © 0 © © ©
9. My chid's evaluation report is written in terms | understand. cocooo
10, Wrtten information 1 receive is written in an understandable way. coococoo
11, Teachers are available to speak with me. cocococoo
12, Teachers treat me as a team member, cococoo
Tuchars and 'dmlnlstrlmrs...

seek out parent input. cococoo
o senali t the needs of students wh dsabities and ther s, > S © © > o
- encourage me to partiipate in the decision-making process. coocococo
- respect my cultural heritage. coococoo
- ensure that 1 have fully understood the Procedural Safeguards (the rules in

foderal law that protect the rights of parents). s e o

The
Ta.has & paraon on stalf who I avalabi 1o aneier parents’ Quastions cococoo
19. - communicates regularly with me regarding my child's progress on IEP goals. S O © © © O
20.- gives me choices with regard to services that address my child's needs cococoo
21, offers parents training about special education Issues. cocococo
22.- offers parents a variety of ways to communicate with teachers. cocococo
23.- gives parents the help they may need to play an active role i their s o ) o o & o
education.
24, provides information on agencies that can assist my child in the transition
from school ST
25.- explins what optons parents have I thy disagree with 3 decison of the P ——

§
T H
inamec: @@ 4 i /
Schools’ Efforts to Partner with Parents :F ¢/
1. 1.am considered an equal partner with teachers and other professionals in P S

Statement, EAK SEOUE YOUT CXPENGACE and Your IS Experence mith SISl ScEABON Ever the Aast year. 10 Moy sk

Thank you for your participation.

For mars tormaion sout i srvey, e 22
Slease ik wew leadermeraices comyasuey Navin ot o Ss0c Eoscuinn
I o0 o Neve web Mccas o Feauite el mEh DV Survey, please cat Nty Ve
Carmatine ot (100) 079-2301. S g v 03¢

» http://penndata.hbg.psu.edu/

Pennsylvama
l of

cauon

S R
B rts (Alphabetic

School District Public Re;|

Select a School District:

School District Reports: No Reports found
School District / Charter

Schools SEDR (Archives

2002-2004)

Gifted Students as % of
Total Enrollment

PA Department of
Education Sites:

Enhancing Parent & Family Engagement

Bureau of Yo LYot VW =Lo [T\ d (o] g W I25piring productive, fulfilled, lifelong learners

| Home | Contact Information | IU Contacts |

Data At a Glance PennData Home / SEDR Home / Public Reporting School District L
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National Standards for Family-School

hdadlol0ELSNIPS

* Building family-school partnerships for student
success

* “When families are involved in their children’s
learning both at home and at school, their children
do better in school.”

— Finding |: Involvement programs that link to
learning improve student achievement

— Finding 2: Speaking up for children protects and
promotes their success

National Standards for Family-School

labartnerships (continued...)

— Finding 3: All families can contribute to their
children’s success

— Finding 4: Community organizing gets results

7/25/17
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National Standards for Family-School
* PTA’s National standards for Family-School
Partnerships

— Standard |: Welcoming all families into the school
community

— Standard 2: Communicating Effectively
— Standard 3: Supporting student success
— Standard 4: Speaking up for every child
— Standard 5: Sharing power

— Standard 6: Collaborating with community

Work Together

* “In this complex world, it takes more than a
good school to educate children. And it takes
more than a good home. It takes these two
major educational institutions working
together.” — Dorothy Rich

15



Are Teachers Prepared?

|

* Many teachers are not specifically trained in
the skills they need to communicate effectively
with parents (Hradecky, 1994; Lawrence,-
Lightfoot, 2004)

Site Review
|

* Parent & family communication and training

section of site review
Yes No
Parent/Family Engagement

25. Is there a system of training for parents, caregivers, and other community
members that regularly interact with the students? Evidence of this item needs
to be documented. Trainings must focus on content that is relevant to
students’ instruction and that allows an increased collaboration and involvement
as well as enhance parents’ ability to make informed decisions.

26. Is there a system of communication with parents/caregivers? 2/2 of the
following criteria must be met to receive credit for this item.

a. Communication is designed to keep parents informed about their child’s
specific program and progress.

a. Communication allows parents to provide feedback and information to
teacher.

7/25/17
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Where to Begin?

* Prior to school starting:
— Send home to families:
* Preference assessments & caveats!
* Parent Handbook
* Information about the teacher
— Meet with families & students:
* Invite them to come in to classroom/school,
begin initial pairing!
 Obtain information on family priorities
— Communicate...communicate...
communicate with families all year!!

Communication

* “Written communication is probably the most
efficient and effective way we can provide
valuable ongoing correspondence between
school and home.” (Williams & Cartledge,
1997).

* Consider the format and content

* The goal is to organize concise, accurate
information for parents & families to read and
understand

7/25/17
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Communication

|
* Initial positive, collaborative interactions set

the stage for more continued collaborative
interactions as the school year progresses.

* Parents & families want to be treated with
respect and as equals

* Develop a “personal touch” in your
communication style

* Parents & families have an authority and
wisdom of their child that is EXTREMELY
valuable to you as the teacher!

* The parents & family are an ally!

Put Your Heart Into It!

|
* Truly committing to parent & family

communication, collaboration, and training
requires your heart!

* When you do this, it's so much easier to keep
parents & families in the loop, support what
you do, and trained (if needed!)

* Without parent & family support and
involvement, the job is much more difficult!

7/25/17
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Beginning of the Year Communication

August, 201¢

Dear Families,
Welcome back! 1 bope everyune had an esjoyable summer! My name is Mrs. Collins
e 1 will be your Autistic Suppoet seacher at Roundlown Liementary this year. Foc some of
¥ou, 1 m & famidiar face, sad for others, 1 am hrand rew &
Also retursang this year are vsr weaderful slasseoom

\\ aides, Mas. Zellers s Mes. Kidler. We are also very excited
e ‘ 10 webcome & pew persoeal care assistast (o oar Focen a5 well!
This st wes quite Busy for me! In Jue, | worked

'“& 3l & summer camp for chibdren with special need, called

Axoa's Acces, Lach yeus, it is 00¢ of the Mghlights of my
susmmer, Also & e, my husband sod

1 went on cur anmal family vacation This year, we wenl fo Lske

Harmooay. 1t is always a great time with family! | am fortumte 1o kave

the time 1o spend with sy four nepbews, Evan, Tysce, Quica, a0é beo.

They keep w on our tocs! Then, in Jaly, my dusband and 1 celcdrised

our anniversary with a tip to St Lucia. We have been lovking forward

w visiting this island for quite sene time now and e glad we can fizally
chock # 0T our travel bucket list! We had & wonderful time, but were eaer
1 returs (o our Eavorive felines, Sophie, Basil, and Millis (see pictare below).

N 12 Aupse, e three cther Awistic Suppont
teachers and 1 met 4o plan and really advance
ow various programs. We are looking forward
0 implementing cur ieas in our classrooms! Addiionally s
moeeh, | bad the Boaor of speaking at the National Autisn
A 3 Conference in State College, PA. Without a dowdt, the
expericacs wes  bghlightof my e carece thas !
Auti lighed . cominse our
[l.nn—bﬂn o e PATTAN Astim Tninive! Foclomsd wih
this letiee, you will find additoosl paperwork such 28 3
Reinforcemest Suvey 1o complete, and the Pareet Hasdbook. Please complete these 35 3000 25
powsible and reeum 1 schoul t first wewk. Additionally, various consenst forms will he
sent home the first woek of school.

=

Here are & few reminders 1 help get the school yeae off 10 3 smooed stan

* Please try 10 label everything with your child's name 1o
Koep our Lost and Fousd Aems t & muiniesuns: luoche
backpacks, jackess, sweatshirts, .

Name of parent/guardian:

Name of student:

Dear Familics,

We're off to a great year! One of the activities in our classroom at the beginning of the
year s to develop hopes and dreams for the school year. | would like for you to begin to think
about your most important hopes and dreams for your child. | invite you to join this activity by
sharing those hopes and dreams. Please take a few minutes to answer these questions:

*+ What do you feel is most important for your child in school?

* Inwhat ways would you like to see your child grow socially?

* In what ways would you like to see your child grow academically?

As the year progresses, | look forward to talking with you about your goals for your child
and your child's progress/plan towards meeting them!
Please send this letter back with your child by September 4. Thank you!

Truly,
Kerri Collins, M. Ed.

Preference Assessments

APPENDIX 3.

Reinforcement Assessment Form

Date: @/224

Use them only In a perticulr way. Please provide as much etail as possible about your
child's reinforcers. This Infwnaﬂon will help expedite the transition to intensive
teaching.

Using 3 scale of 1-5 (1 being icate your chiki's pref ‘
1. What are yoarmw:nwmxmdawmmlu?

Games &
TlSemsoytoys 2

2. What ar yourmmrs numwplayﬂme activities?

Trampoiine - Al

3. Whatare your chid's favorite video preferences?

your childs fa
wéﬂ‘i, /M/@KM/;M ooy e et e the firet

Gandy Pt e

List your child's favorite brand names:

ite videos

4. What are your child's favorite snacks?
| Crackers X
preteis 2

5. What are your child's favorite beverages?

Picture books T

Sensory books /__

7125117
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At
Msic
Reading ¢
Other ___

Notes

D Rom games o/

List your child’s €D Rom games.

( 7. What are your child’s preferences for pets?

8. What Is your child's special strength?

Math___

| Spatal

" Computer 7~

9. What activity does your chiid prefer when using the computer?

Internet Sites o

List your child’s favorite Interet sites

10. What are your child's favorite songs?

Preference Assessments

how often

* Honesty

 Avoid “jargon”

appropriate!

When Communicating

* Establish what information will be
communicated via each source by whom, and

* “Good news” and “bad-news>=

— It might just be challenging news!

* Use titles (Mr. Mrs. Ms,, etc.)

» Consider when a face-to-face meeting is more

7/25/17
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Home and School Communication
I

Letters/Newsletters

Communication log

Monthly letter

Weekly probe sheets

IEP documents

Report cards/Progress Reports
Conferences/IEP Meetings (more to come!)
“Summer” bags

Use available technology!!!

Home and School Communication- “Real

Time”

Website

Twitter

Blogs

Phone calls

Text

Email

Go To Meetings
Video Conference
FaceTime/Skype
“Good News Calls!”

7/25/17
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Sample Family Communication

4 AVa¥A aVava AVaia A

Welcome to Mrs. Collins’ Autistic Support
Classroom with the Cool Cats!
e |

vy

Db

Beptemoer 30", 2015
Dear Famiies and Frends,

We are off to a great start here at Rounctown Elementary Schooll Snce the
first cay of 5cnool, we've been very busy assessing skils we had previously
mastered as well as any new skifs we may have acquired over the summer. We have
also set up new programs for the year. We would not have been able to co tis
without the help of our wonderful PaTTAN consultants!

Tne first couple weeks of schoo! have been spent learning and practcing the
ruies and structure of the classroom and of Roundtown. As new things pop up each
day, the students are doing super anc being flexioie! We are so proud! Having 3
Kincergarteners and 3 thrd graders this ysar has really brought a great variety in
instruction. Seme friends nave startec material sorts, whie others are doing direct
nstruction reading and language programs, as well as the Sensibie Penci curricuum!

Continung this year are our classreom jcbs! Each cay, a student is assigned to
a clasaroom job at the begnning or end of the day These help to not only bulc e
skils, but also help us learn some academic content! Right now our classroom jobs
include: calendar (to help learn math skils), waterng plants (to nelp 'earn parts and
features of plants), snarpening pencis (to nelp bui hand strength), lbrarian (to help
bul literacy skils), and messenger (to nelp bulld sccial skits).

One of the higlignts at the beginning of the year here at Rounctown is having
stucents create Hopes & Dreams for the schoo! year. These are then compilec nto a
tist and cisplayed in the cafeteria all year. Tharks to cur woncerful familes, we were
able to create a hope and cream for each student for this year! What a wonderful
coliaboration between home ang school! Let's keep it up!

We are currently working with cur specialists to provide the best treatment
for our kicdos! Rignt now, the speech schedule Mrs. Duckwortn has set up is: (lock for
your chid's initials)

¢ Dayt

o 8D @91930

o DM@ 030050

o BM@ 11001130
© Dawz

o S8R@853010%
* Days

Roundtown Eiemeceary » StaffToscher Websites » Instructi
+ome » Helpful Links

> Autstic Suppor: Tescher » Mrs. Collns

Follow our class on Twitter
Sensible Pencil

Science Trumps Junk in Treting Autises
Click here for 2 September article fro University regarding for Autism. The
treatment mentioned that i ive is the one ou ilizes daily!
PA Aulum Initiative ABA Support Videos

PaTTAN teaching ional Autism
Conference, and much more!
PaTTAN
nmylvanla Training and Technical Assistance Network is who we work very closely with as part
o ara

Duiee 2 Remember:
* Fiekd Dy s Friday, May 78
* NO SCHOOL Mossley. May eb
AST DAY . e Yo

 Cycle Duay Schodude for mese wrek
. Day S

e Verzal Bhavior Program. Sty
Segiving Gtde 16 the ftensve Teachiog Procesof he Verbal Operarts # Tuendy: Dey 6
Thisisa link toa  The g i are o Wiy Doy |
. daily in your chil's classroom. + T D3
National Auim Centar @ Frey Duy
o "
Hretprist el ity
Aot York
Autism York *Provides Support, Education and Awareness in our Community'.
A Depariment of ublc Wellare
lnfnrmanon about Autism services in PA. Ofhey Uprdwies,
o e o z o -
T'DE II\ISSIDH D' !h! ASERT f g s s ns W;di"‘ﬂ' alt A4 primts
2 Sigeli ! . 5 . Thi
vnlormatvon a Support o familes trining facilitating i S
mang providers of services throughout the Commonwealth. ety romm 8030 100, | ot & Rt e Whomcabiy, N apd
Autism SDllki ® M your Yed gn . plcax
Autism Spesks i a science and acvocacy organization e e
Grade K1 P s

worite Ki i websites.
SAA Direct Instruction
:2d more about Direct Instruction.
Responsive Classroom
Educators creating safe, challenging, and joyful elementary schools

. wl—a-m-mnn—n e

Backpack o kept here 2t
* vt

Teerire, We wint sur kibdon e 1 commdradle 5
~ww-nn—u—ol-mmﬁzuumm MW there s 30
@ Chek Ol fow the Astim Yok May Newslemer! © 023 1, ho

o y

@ Gesly wod woyn

& e ks pper vk, ol g, ki)

& ool cu e (sopus, M.-«o.n-w

© S meres (vegetablen, . uesce, s, rice, cereal, 6, graccd, pessed butier ity
e
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Sample Family Communication

Date.

| Comments (Performasce, bebavi, comes) T e
| Beharnae
|
S— 1
t
}
{
—_— . S —_— {
|
| — | |
Tiems Mastered: [ T —  Toul Frobiem Dehavice

_Additional Comeents [Questions:

S Pramary Autivss Support Teacher
rTm— Mass Beccs Shipe
—_ S, 610.670.0180 3 6775 ST e
PR— Durcleig shacr wabvunsd o ———

smanm‘ I owe_4]27]17
Teaching Sessions J .
Time Spent/ | Content Area ‘Comments (Pesformance, behavio, errors) Problem
Staff Initials | (Group, Special, ITT, Behavor .
S l ] _Addm:mLLom‘nmJlmmgnL
et [TV < T oD o —]
W0 [ ands & uag«ifhldf ¥ Jeck. 1) Wes. Voth | ;
RS iR M;;onga a%crnms oskg 19 O] o T Lu;'u&
e —
2, | (0 g o e W T
EY) NALARS el 1 _m‘r““—(‘\’f}'ui adhe
s L 217 TR T =y e ook abode Gt ’uﬁm = = )
%0 | DI ands mants {br "Spilt o
_ L [W + +heo ploged. Tom < ha PR, mﬁr_‘\_ 77777
) -+ 2140 i el 4 —cdlone  gag ik the ..'.'1.11_’1.‘;[;.,,,,
da ; vd Spng, 50,&:}_\r~, £ »:\.«.Ju hlx IS n. -
G SN -} L S —
Mw Eﬁ:ﬁ{ v_té St 40 S The YT
20 Lesson GZL - complere WS 10 : 04 l\lx:d_,_,;\g Rt oS AR nodton
0 W front of foder & < —~>:4 -
, ‘ P T e —IP__dife Lonhm'ng O 1L 1
- Hipe i) , —Hem T ZK‘&’EM
—_ Prienary Autistic Suppor Teacker
— Muss Becca Shipe
¥ ama'oom-om — .
— A haclstadan - Y Tt
Teems Mastered: Trems Lost Total Problem Behavior: T —

7125117
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Sample Family Communication

Communication Take Away
|

* Strive to use a variety of effective
communication strategies

* Make communication with families as
informative and interactive as possible

* Incorporate new communication methods
* Maintain the “human touch”!
* Daily and honest communication is key!

* Communication should be thoughtful, planned,
and promote the home-school partnership to
better student learning!

7/25/17
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Site Review
|

* Parent & family communication and training

section of site review
Yes No
Parent/Family Engagement

25. Is there a system of training for parents, caregivers, and other community
members that regularly interact with the students? Evidence of this item needs
to be documented. Trainings must focus on content that is relevant to
students’ instruction and that allows an increased collaboration and
involvement as well as enhance parents’ ability to make informed
decisions.

26. Is there a system of communication with parents/caregivers! 2/2 of the
following criteria must be met to receive credit for this item.

a. Communication is designed to keep parents informed about their child’s
specific program and progress.

a. Communication allows parents to provide feedback and information to
teacher.

Parent & Family Training... But When?!
E—
* In person opportunities:

— Volunteer opportunities

— Older learners- job trainings

— Meetings

— Back-to-School Night

— Parent-Teacher Conferences

— Parent Visitation Day

— Boot Camps

— Reach out to your PaTTAN consultants

— National Autism Conference

7/25/17
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|IEP Meetings

* Parents & families are a CRITICAL member of
the IEP team!

* According to federal law, the |IEP meeting
“serves as a communication vehicle between parents and
school personnel, and enables them as equal
participants to jointly decide

— What the child’s needs are,
— What services will be provided to meet those needs, and
— What the anticipated outcomes will be

e Remember- it’s a draft!

|IEP Meetings

* Again- It's a DRAFT!
* Send the draft home ahead of time for parents
and families to review
— Allows parents and families to provide adequate
input
— Allows parents and families to prepare for the
meeting
— Avoids surprises at the meeting!

7/25/17
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Heward’s Metaphor for the IEP

S

* “The IEP is a system for spelling out...where the child
[is]with current skills, where she should be going,
how she will get there, how long it will take, and
how to tell if and when she has arrived. Thus, a good
IEP serves as both a road map and a guidebook for

The annual goals and benchmarks developed by the
team identify the destinations for the journey and
provide signposts along the way.” (Heward, 2006)

meeting the challenges posed by a student’s disability.

|IEP Meetings

* Benefits of the IEP meeting
— Meet as a team
— Review progress and services
— Share what you are doing all day!
— Make changes
— Review goals and obtain parent input
— Discuss transitions (schools/work place/etc.)
— Resources/Tools

— Training

7/25/17
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VB-MAPPs- A Resource Tool
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Parent & Family Desires
|

* Parent & family desires and input should
always be heard! Remember, they are part of
the team as well!

* As stated earlier, parent & family preference is
not always consistent with evidence base.

What if you disagree!?

* Formally, if parents disagree:
— Team meeting
— Mediation
— State complaint
— Due process hearing
* Informally, if parents disagree:
— Try the LAFF, don’t CRY strategy!

7/25/17
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LAFF

L Listen, empathize, and communicate respect

A  Ask questions (and ask permission to take notes)

F Focus on issues

F Find a “first step”

Don’t CRY

C  Ccriticize others

R  React hastily and promise something you cannot
deliver

Y  Yakkity-yack-yack

7/25/17
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Parent & Family Training Continued...

* The VB-MAPP
* What if you can’t always
do trainings in person!?
— Videos
— Newsletters
* Teach the parents &

families too!

Newsletter Examples

Miss Motsko's March 2017
Newsletter!
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Newsletter Examples

Exton Elementary School December 2014

The Training Topic this month is Listener Responding

Listener Responding (LR) or Receptive Skills: When a child responds to a direction as a listener.
“This skill usually involves selecting an item or following instructions. The child is not required
togive a vocal response for this skill

Different types of Listener Responding S

Following Directions: When an adult gives a direction and the child responds.
Ex. Adult says “Stand up™ “raise your hand" “come here”

Selecting items from a field: Given an array, the child will select the correct item.
Ex. Adult says “Touch shoe” “Show me the cat”

Performing Ongaing Actions: The child will independently perform motor actions with
or without objects.

Ex. Adult says “Show me tapping” “Show me rolling™

Following Multi-Step Instructions: When an adult gives oral directions, the child will

respond.

Ex. Adult says (and provides necessary materials)
“Write your name on the paper, flip paper over™
“Putthe ___inthe sink, and the _ in the trash can”

Exton Elementary School December 2014

“Put crayons in box, wash hands, line up”

What can I do at home?

o Please continue to check your child's daily communication sheet for any mastered
targets. Opportunities for LR skills should be built into your child's everyday life.
You can help your child generalize the mastered LR skills by asking them to select
items or foll irections in their natural envi (home,
playgrounds, stores, etc.).
‘Try to vary the way you present the direction:
Touch the
how me _
indthe ___

o Givemethe
If your child makes an error, be sure to provide him
Ideally, re-present the di s0 the child can resp
independently.
« Remember to REINFORCE your child for correct responses!!

with the correct response.
d ly and

Reminders:
Winter Break December 24 through January 4

Newsletter Examples

Miss Motske”
Walcome January 201711

Newsletter

Preparin for Outingy;
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‘mmmmwmm-mummlhﬂmnﬁmﬂ O
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- -"“'nma&t,mnhq’-ﬂu

R
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Site Review
| .

* Parent & family communication and training

section of site review
Yes No
Parent/Family Engagement

25. Is there a system of training for parents, caregivers, and other community
members that regularly interact with the students? Evidence of this item needs
to be documented. Trainings must focus on content that is relevant to
students’ instruction and that allows an increased collaboration and involvement
as well as enhance parents’ ability to make informed decisions.

26. Is there a system of communication with parents/caregivers? 2/2 of the
following criteria must be met to receive credit for this item.

a. Communication is designed to keep parents informed about their child’s
specific program and progress.

a. Communication allows parents to provide feedback and information to
teacher.

Parent & Family Communication Beyond
Lthe Classroom Teacher
* Support Staff:

— Prior to school starting:

—Meet with your classroom staff:

* Review expectations for classroom and
parent communication; establish yourself
as the leader

* Give clear directions on what you want
them to do

7/25/17
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Parent & Family Communication Beyond

tillSGlassEOOM Teacher

* General Education Teachers:

* Prior to school starting:
— Meet with general education teachers:

* Review expectations for shared students and
parent communication; establish yourself as a
team member!

* Advocate for your students

* Continue to discuss how parent
communication between you is going

Parent & Family Communication Beyond

illSGlassLOOM Teacher

* Administration:

* Prior to school starting:
— Meet with administration:

» Review expectations for parent involvement
with your students

* Ask for help!
* Set up routine meetings

* Reinforce them!

7/25/17
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Here is My Heart

* “We expect an awful lot of teachers and
schools. | want us to remember that we are
all here for the same purpose. It’s about
creating an environment where every child
can thrive.”

In Summary...
|

* Continued collaboration is essential for the
success of each and every student!

* We are a team!
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Resource File
|

* https://webapps.pattan.net/files/PaT TANAutis
mResources.zip

Contact Information www.pattan.net
S
Kerri Collins, M. Ed. ﬁpennsylvania
|<co||ins@pattan.net DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Bursau of Special Education
Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Tom Wolf, Governor
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